
Upcoming 4th Grade
Summer Project

DUE September 7th for a grade
Congratulations: Your child is officially a member of the “upper” grades! As 
fourth graders, students deepen their skills in all subjects to prepare for middle 
school. That being said, they still learn like elementary school students do. Most 
fourth graders are developmentally very much still children — they enjoy and 
learn from play, and they thrive in nurturing and warm environments. However, 
the content of most 4th grade curricula pushes students to think, analyze, and 
learn in more sophisticated and structured ways than they did in the “lower” 
grades.

In 4th grade, students learn how to deeply think about and make connections 
in new material, and grasp more complex concepts across all subjects. They 
also write with clarity, flow, and structure similar to that of traditional essays. 
Fourth graders are encouraged to be more independent in how they learn, 
and depend less on their teacher's guidance. They research, plan, and revise 
their work more by themselves — setting the foundation to be lifelong, self-
starting learners.

This summer, upcoming 4th grade students are being asked to complete a 
summer project that incorporates all their subject area skills they learned in 3rd

grade.  We worked carefully to create choice boards for each subject, that 
contain activities where students can apply and demonstrate their knowledge 
and mastery.  The summer project will take time to complete. Setting a 
schedule or using a calendar is suggested for planning when your child will 
work on their summer project. You don’t want to wait till school begins to get 
started. We are excited about starting a brand new year with your child and 
we look forward to meeting you all in the fall.

-The 4th Grade Team

To keep your choice menu activities 
organized, divide a composition or spiral 
notebook into the following sections
1. Fiction
2. Non-Fiction
3. Math
4. Science
Complete your chosen activities in the 
corresponding section of the notebook. Label 
the page with the activity name/directions 
and the date you completed it. 

Project Supplies 



Upcoming 4th Graders
Should know…….. 
ELA

•Determine the main idea and details in a story
•Use other forms of print (newspapers, magazines, 
websites)
•Compare and contrast information in multiple 
texts and learn how to use organizational 
methods (Venn diagrams, maps, webs)
•Recall and retell events from a story in order
•Tell how the author uses details to support their 
story or text

Writing
•Use linking words (because, since, therefore, for 
example)
•Know how to write a story with a beginning, 
middle, and an end. 
•Know how to revise, edit, and proofread their 
work
•Know how to write multiple paragraphs and cite 
evidence
•Know proper punctuation

Math
• Explain what multiplication and division are
• Know the times tables up to 12 and multiply 
numbers by 10
• Use addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division to solve
word problems involving more than one step
• Understand the concept of area and how it 
relates to multiplication
• Understand and identify fractions as numbers 
that can be placed on
a number line; compare two fractions (like 
knowing that 2/3 is
bigger than 3/5)

Science
 Classify flowering and nonflowering plants 

into major groups such as those that 
produce seeds, or those like ferns and 
mosses that produce spores, according to 
their characteristics.

 Identify the Sun as a star that emits energy; 
some of it in the form of light.

 Recognize that the Sun appears large and 
bright because it is the closest star to Earth.

 Define Gravity as being a force that pulls us 
towards the Earth.

 Demonstrate that radiant energy from the 
Sun can heat objects and when the Sun is 
not present, heat may be lost.

Social Studies
• Identify the levels and branches of 

government
• Read a map ( key/legend, cardinal directions)
• Conduct research using online and printed 

material
• Understand 1st hand and 2nd hand Accounts
• Use primary and secondary resources

Social Skills
•Work independently
•Interact with peers and explore concepts &Work 
cooperatively in a group
•Follow directions and participate in group 
activities
•Share and communicate appropriately with 
other students & Respect their peers
•Sit for a longer period of time than in third grade 
(90 minutes)



Online Resources
For  4th Graders

ELA
• getepic.com
• https://learn.khanacademy.org
• Spellingcity.com
• https://readtheory.org/

• https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

• https://www.factmonster.com/f
eatures/all-about-books

• https://www.storynory.com/

Social Studies
• https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/

• https://learninglab.si.edu/

• http://socialstudiesforkids.com/index
.html

• http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/

Math
• Multiplication.com
• Mathplayground.com
• http://www.sheppardsoftware.

com/math.htm
• https://www.mathsisfun.com/g

ames/

Science
 Science Buddies 

https://www.sciencebuddies.org/
 NASA https://science.nasa.gov/
 National Geographic 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.co
m/

 Time for Kids https://time.com/tfk-
free/

 Science Kids 
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/



4th Grade
Homework expectations

** Subject to change

ELA
• i-Ready Learning Path

2 passed lessons 
• i-Ready Teacher 

Assigned Lesson
• Read and Take AR test

Social Studies
• Studies Weekly or 

Study Island

Math
• i-Ready Learning Path

2 passed lessons
• Study Island

• Math Fluency

Science
• Science Weekly or

Study Island

Sample 4th Grade Homework Schedule

Monday
 i-Ready 

Reading 
Lesson

Study 
Island 
Math

Tuesday
 i-Ready 

Math 
Lesson

Read 30 
mins. & 
AR

Wednesday
 i-ready 

reading 
lesson

Studies 
Weekly

Thursday
 i-Ready 

Math 
Lesson

Read 
30 mins. 
& AR

Friday
 i-Ready 

Reading 
Lesson

Science 
Weekly

Weekend
 Quarterly 

Projects



Fiction
Book List

Choose 1

Non-Fiction
Book List

Choose 1



Fiction 
Choice board

Choose one fictional chapter book from the list that is on or near 
your just right AR reading level ( near your quarter 4 STAR Test 
levels).  If you are unsure of your AR levels, start around a 3.5-3.7. 
Complete 1 activity in each category using the book you have 
chosen. Color the box once you have completed it. 



Fiction Fluency Choice Activity



Rate your Fluency Choice 
Activity



Non-Fiction 
Choice board

Choose one non- fiction book from the list that is on or near your just 
right AR reading level ( near your quarter 4 STAR Test levels).  If you 
are unsure of your AR levels, start around a 3.5. Complete 1 activity in 
each category using the book you have chosen. Color the box once 
you have completed it. **Keep in mind that many informational 
books are written at a higher reading level, it’s okay to have an adult 
help!**



Non-Fiction Fluency Choice



Rate your Fluency Choice 
Activity



Science Choice Board
Choose three (3) activities in a row: vertically, horizontally, or 

diagonally. 

Organize
Using a graphic 
organizer, describe the 
3 types of rocks and 
describe how they are 
made.

Picture
Draw a picture 
showing an example of 
how Force and Motion 
are related.

Anchor Chart
Use a piece of paper 
and write a chart 
about the Life Cycle of 
an insect. Be creative!

Draw
Draw all of the phases 
of the moon, in order 
starting with the New 
Moon.

Acrostic Poem
Create an Acrostic 
Poem using the words, 
mixture and solution. 
Explain each and give 
real world examples.

Food Chain
Design a Food Chain 
and include at least 6 
organisms.

Quiz
Create a 12-question 
quiz about forms of 
energy. Include answer 
key. 
Mechanical Energy
Heat Energy
Light Energy
Chemical Energy

List
Make a list of 
renewable and non-
renewable resources; 
at least 5 resources for 
each.

Ex.
Renewable | Non-
Renewable
Water          | coal

Comic Strip
Design a comic strip 
with at least 5 sections 
that illustrates the 
relationship between 
predator and prey.



Math Skill Practice #1
Complete all problems in the math section of your  notebook 
and label Math Practice #1. Don’t forget to show your work!



Math Skill Practice #2
Complete all problems in the math section of your notebook 
and label Math Practice #2. Don’t forget to show your work!



Math Skill Practice #3
Complete all problems in the math section of your notebook 
and label Math Practice #3. Don’t forget to show your work!



Math Skill Practice #4
Complete all problems in the math section of your notebook 
and label Math Practice #4. Don’t forget to show your work!



Math Choice Board
Choose 3 real life math activities to complete in your 

notebook. Don’t forget to show your work!



Planning Calendars



Planning Calendars


